THE ALVENSLEBEN CONVENTION

Polish differences in order to revert to a political situation
in which we may confront coming events with confidence.

1 With the intimations of the Emperor in regard to the
Polish business I have not been able to coincide so far as
I could have wished. He seemed to expect from me an
offer of mediation, but the utterances of the King held me
back. In any event it seems to me advisable to strike
the iron while it is hot; the Emperor's claims are now more
modest than ever, and it is to be apprehended that he may
revert to stronger demands if perchance Austria, by an
increased compliance in the Polish question, should en-
deavour to repair the disaster of Frankfort. His present
desire is only to get out of the affair with honour; he ac-
knowledges the six points to be bad, will therefore be glad
to shut one eye at the practical performance of them, and
perhaps just as well pleased if no stringent forms compel
him to insist upon their strict execution. My only fear is
that,, if the affair continues to be managed as heretofore,
the Russians should deprive us of the credit of settling it
by anticipating our advice by their independent action,
In this connexion the journey of the Grand Duke, who has
not been publicly recalled, seems to me suspicious. How
if Czar Alexander were now to proclaim a constitution,
and notify Napoleon of it by an obligation written in
his own hand? [Cf. Ems, 1870,] This would be better
than the protraction of the dispute, but less to our ad-
vantage than if we had said beforehand to Napoleon,
" We are prepared to advise it; would you be satisfied
with it ?"'

Fourteen days before the date of this letter this sug-
gestion, that we should advise Czar Alexander to take the
course indicated, had been made point blank by General
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